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1 . I AM DEEPLY TROUBLED BY THE MOUNTING INDICATIONS 
THAT THE GOI IS PREPARING A MASSIVE STRIKE INTO LEBANON 
IN RETALIATION AGAINST SATURDAY S TERRORIST ATTACK HERE. 

TALK CAN BE HEARD BY INFLUENTIAL ISRAELIS OF A TEN-TO-ONE 
CASUALTY RATIO AS BEING APPROPRIATE (37 ISRAELIS DIED AND 
76 WERE WOUNDED ON MARCH 11). THE MOST LIKELY TARGET 
FOR SUCH A RAID WOULD BE SOUTHERN LEBANON, WHERE SOME OF 
THE TOP MILITARY AND POLITICAL LEADERS HAVE WANTED TO 
CLEAN HOUSE FOR MONTHS. THIS WOULD GIVE THEM A PERFECT 
EXCUSE TO DO SO. 

2. I UNDERSTAND FULLY THE ISRAELI DETERMINATION NOT TO 
SUFFER MEEKLY ATROCITIES AT THE HANDS OF ITS ENEMIES. 

IT WOULD DO NO GOOD TO COUNSEL NO RESPONSE NOR WOULD SUCH 
ADVICE BE SOUND, IN MY VIEW. HOWEVER, IT IS VERY 
LIKELY THAT THE KIND OF OPERATION THEY ARE PLANNING WILL 
RESULT IN THE DEATH OR INJURY OF MANY INNOCENT CIVILIANS. 

1 DO NOT BELIEVE THE US CAN JUSTIFY EITHER 

MORALLY OR POLITICALLY SAYING NOTHING TO THE ISRAELIS 
IN THE FACE OF THIS ACCUMULATING EVIDENCE. 

3. I PROPOSE THAT I BE AUTHORIZED TO SEE WEIZMAN AS 
SECRET 
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SOON AS POSSIBLE TO SAY THE FOLLOWING: 

- THE US UNDERSTANDS THE ISRAELI POLICY OF 
RETALIATION AGAINST TERRORIST ACTS. 

- WE URGE, HOWEVER, THAT ANY ISRAELI RESPONSE 
WOULD AVOID THE SHEDDING OF INNOCENT BLOOD. EITHER AIR 
STRIKES AGAINST REFUGEE CAMPS OR A SWEEP ACROSS SOUTHERN 
LEBANON RELYING ON HEAVY ARTILLERY WOULD, IN OUR VIEW, 
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ALMOST CERTAINLY FALL HEAVIEST ON INNOCENT CIVILIANS. 

4. I HAVE NO ILLUSIONS ABOUT THE ODDS WE WOULD FACE IN 
CHANGING ANY ISRAELI PLANS, BUT I BELIEVE THE EFFORT SHOULD 
BE MADE. THIS GAME MAY WELL KICK OFF WHEN THE WEATHER 
HERE CLEARS, SO IF WE ARE TO ACT IT MUST BE AT ONCE. 

5. FOR S/S: PLEASE ENSURE THAT AMBASSADOR LEWIS RECEIVES 
A COPY OF THIS MESSAGE TODAY. 

VIETS 


SECRET 


NNN 
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